
Mary McMillen on ZOOM! 

Sundays, August 9, 16, 23, & 30, 4:00 p.m. – 5:30 p.m.   

Cost:  $60 Payable to Mary McMillen via Zelle, Venmo, or AppleCash 
mary_mcmillen@yahoo.com c. 757-957-2934 

Course Description: 

Mary has been instructing sumi-e students on ZOOM for many years.  In this class, she will bring her 
expertise to students as they learn and become more accomplished in the Qi Baishi style of Sumi-
e.  Qi Baishi (1864–1957) was one of China’s greatest modern painters who became a master of 
Chinese ink painting through years of observation, practice, and innovation. His paintings are 
celebrated for their simplicity, vitality, and expressive brushwork. 

This Zoom class will also benefit those who wish to exhibit in the Autumn Light Exhibition in 
September.  The Gourd and Luffa are fall subjects. Also, Mary will add a bonus session or “on line 
painting party,” just for painting fall subjects: Ginko  leaf, Maple leaves and Mums with added chicks 
or bugs, for a perfect Autumn painting. 
 
Learning from Qi Baishi with Mary McMillen 
 
To study Qi Baishi’s style, artists should: 
 

• Observe nature carefully. 
• Practice expressive brushwork rather than excessive detail. 
• Use bold ink and vibrant colors with confidence. 
• Simplify forms while preserving their spirit. 
• Paint familiar subjects from daily life. 
• Develop a personal artistic voice instead of merely copying others. 

 
During this class students will be organized into small groups on line to encourage daily practice for 15 
minutes. Students will apply what they have learned to create their own paintings. After four weeks 
of systematic painting, students will see improvement in skill. 
 
Sample paintings to be used as reference. 

                       
Sample– Painting berries    Sample– Gourds    
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Sample – Luffa Sponge Plant    Photograph of Luffa Sponge Plant 
  
 
 
Other subjects: 

 
 
 
 

(Qi Baishi’s students’ painting) 
 


